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THE HIS TORY OF SIO UX C OUNTY 
by the honorable  J .  W. Wamshuis  
( t ranslated by Dr.  Paul  Yander  Kooi)  
Thursday,  May 29,  1879 
The garden of  Northwestern Iowa.  A co lony of  Dutch es tabl ished in  
the eas tern part  of  the county.  A sketch of  the Reformed churches there .  
The wr i ter ,  in  the composing of  this  history intended for  one of  the New 
York dai ly  papers ,  has  consulted the fol lowing sources:  the centennial  
address  of  Honorable  C.C,  Nourse;  the  his tor ica l  sketch of  S.C.  Hyde;  and 
i s  especial ly  indebted to  Mr.  H.  Hospers  of  Orange Ci ty  for  the ment ioning
of  s ignif icant  part iculars  regarding the previous his tory of  the Dutch 
col  Oil} ' .  
IOWA 
The s ta te  of  Iowa l ies  in  the middle  of  the  United Sta tes ,  i t s  south­
west  corner  being almost  in  the geographical  center .  I t  l ies  between AO 
degrees  36 minutes  and A3 d egrees  30 minutes  la t i tude.  The f i rs t  point  
approximates  that  of  New Yor k;  the second that  of  the middle  of  Lake Ontar io .  
Iowa became a  s ta te  Dec.  3 ,  18A8.  The U.S.  gave the s ixteenth sect ion 
from each township for  the advancement  of  publ ic  educat ion;  l ikewise 70 
sect ions for  the purpose of  establ ishment  of  a  Univers i ty .  Thus as  a  
br ide endowed with a  r ich dowry,  Iowa could begin housekeeping on i t s  own.  
America can not  more wonderful ly  and proudly show the human world 
than her  new s ta tes ,  young weal th ,  born through her  d i l igence and brought  
up on her  own pol i t ical  hear th .  Well  could they say to  the monarchs of  
the  Old World when they display thei r  graceless  greatness:  "See my crown 
jewels ."  And they would not  have to  blush i f  they added:  "And that  in  
the middle  of  the diamond is  named Iowa."  
When in  the ful lness  of  his  goodness  the creator  placed the great  
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pastures  between the Mississ ippi  and Missouri  and the f inger  of  divine 
love created the s t reams and r ivers  which watered this  land,  He d eclared 
this  land to  be a  land of  peace and p lenty,  a  wilderness  where plowshare 
and pruning hook would be a  means for  His  greatest  t r iumph.  
Sioux County l ies  in  the northwestern part  of  the s tate  in  the second 
row of  count ies  (count ing from the north)  and i s  demarcated by the Big 
Sioux River  and the Dakota  t err i tory to  the west .  The county conta ins  20 
congressional  townships .  The county was organized Jan.  20,  1860,  and the 
f i rs t  elect ion held feb.  5 of  the same year .  The county seat  was f i rs t  in  
Cal l iope along the Big Sioux River  and in  1872 t ransferred to  Orange Ci ty .  
At  the  t ime of  the organizat ion,  the county was completely occupied 
with Sioux Indians,  the most  t reacherous and cruel  of  the  northwestern 
t r ibes.  They had re l inquished a l l  claims to  the land to  the United Sta tes  
July 28,  1851,  but  hung around the vic ini ty  of  the Big Sioux and Rock 
Rivers  and arres ted to  a  grea t  deal  the colonizat ion of  the  county up 
unt i l  the year  1866.  
At  that  t ime there  were only 25 acres  under  cul t ivat ion and not  a  
s ingle  school  bui lding in  the county.  Now th ere  are  60 with 1700 chi ldren 
who receive instruct ions from qual if ied teachers;  there  are  40,000 acres  
under  the plow and the popula t ion has  grown to  5000 and grows weekly through 
newcomers .  This  i s  an indicat ion how much the county has  progressed in  
the las t  ten years .  
RAILROADS 
Ten years  ago there  were no ra i l road t racks for  miles  around.  At  
present  there  are  three different  rai l road companies .  The Chicago-
Milwaukee and S t .  Paul  was bui l t  in  this  county this  last  year  and wi l l  be 
extended to  the Missour i  River  and later  to  the Black Hi l ls  to  connect  up 
with the Pacif ic.  This  ra i l road goes almost  through the hear t  of  the  
county in  the di rect ion from east  to  west .  The main l ine wil l  be short ly  
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one of  the main routes  which wil l  join the east  and west  coast  of  the 
North American Cont inent .  The Sioux Ci ty  and St .  Paul  Rail road run along 
the eas tern par t  of  the  county and provide a  direct  route  to  Duluth and 
St .  Paul  as  wel l  as  the grain mil ls  of  Minneapol is  which rank as  the 
greates t  in  the world with a  year ly  processing of  60,000,000 bushel  of  
wheat .  The Sioux City and Pembine Rail road cut  through the western s ide 
of  the county and put  us  in  contact  with the Missouri  River  to  the South 
which i s  a  natural  canal  for  a l l  heavy produce to  be t ransported to  the 
ocean.  A number of  miles  (18)  to  the south of  us  l ies  the I l l inois  Central  
Rai l road which puts  Sioux City in  direct  connect ion x^i th  Chicago.  
These are  the commercial  pr ivi leges  which x^e e njoy and which few 
count ies ,  s i tuated ei ther  easterly  or  wester ly ,  can boast .  
THE SU RFACE 
Sioux County,  as  wel l  as  Ioxra in  genera l ,  i s  no forest .  The lumber  
with which we bui ld  our  bui ldings comes out  of  the pine forests  of  Wisconsin 
or  Minnesota .  Ninety-nine percent  of  our  county is  pra ir ie  land with a  
sof t ,  undulant  surface,  which permits  good drainage of  water .  There are  
no h i l ls  or  rocks which would hinder  cul t ivat ion of  the soil .  Nowhere 
i s  there  s tagnant  water  or  f la t  land.  In  this  regard the land d iffers  
from that  lying to  the east  and west  of  us .  This  waving of  the  land gives  
a  beauty and s implic i ty  which i s  impossible  to  descr ibe in  wri t ing.  From 
Apri l  to  October  there  i s  only a  carpet  of  green intermingled with myriads 
of  wild f lowers .  This  ro l l ing prair ie  s t retches  i t sel f  out  in  a l l  direct ions 
to  the horizon,  as  far  as  the eye can see .  
THE SOIL 
This  i s  from al luvial  or igin ,  formed out  of  a  porous loam from two 
to  six  feet  deep.  The soi l  is  except ional  in  the residual  of  p lant  decay 
x^hich has  formed over  centur ies .  In  one of  the  Cent  ennial  bui ldings in  
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1876 there  was an exhibi t ion of  15 ,000 pounds of  ear th  taken out  of  the  
45 count ies  of  the s ta te .  The exhibi t ion consis ted of  a  ver t ical  sect ion 
of  the ground to  a  depth of  s ix  feet .  The purpose of  the exhibi t  was to  
show the world what  Iowa was—lacking nothing.  Here i s  the formation of  
the  land as  i t  came out  of  the  working place of  nature.  The s ta te  geologist  
said of  the soi l  " that  i t  i s  famous for  t is  frui t fulness  and that  i t  was 
doubtful  i f  there  should be any place in  the world with such a  great  
surface of  t i l lable  land and with such except ional  fer t i l i ty ."  
The m ixture  from the const i tuents  of  the soi l  which i s  found overal l  
in  Sioux County,  g ives  a  warmth and sof tness  to  the ground,  which i s  so 
advantageous for  the growth of  crops,  that  they mature as  wel l  here  as  
the tougher  c lay soi ls  ly ing 200 miles  to  the south .  The ground has  the 
advantageous property that  i t  can be cul t ivated soon af ter  the spr ing 
f ros ts  are  over .  Even though i t  should ra in  several  days,  as  soon as  i t  
s tops ,  the land can short ly  be cul t ivated again.  
In  addi t ion to  this  advantageous property,  the ground has  the abil i ty  
to  endure prolonged periods of  drought .  This  i s  a t t r ibuted to  the fact  
that  the subsoi l ,  composed of  c lay-l ike loam, extends 60-70 feet ,  and is  
very porous,  whereby the f luid from an incalculable  deepness  can be sucked 
to  the surface.  Nowhere i s  a  soi l  found bet ter  sui table  for  the cul t ivat ion 
of  wheat ,  corn,  and other  grains  than that  from Northwestern Iowa.  And no 
one can say what  the  fu ture  wil l  br ing as  the many y et  fal low-lying acres  
wil l  have been brought  in to cul t ivat ion.  
CLIMATE 
This  is  as  in  a l l  of  Iowa,  sound and invigorat ing.  Even the s t rong 
winter  winds which come to  us  direct ly  from the Rocky Mountains ,  are  no 
longer  feared.  The ar t i f ic ia l ly  planted groves and the overal l  improvement  
brought  over  the prair ies  thereby,  have tempered the feroci ty  of  th is  icy 
4. 
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5 .  
force.  The deadly,  moist  a tmosphere which in  the summer weaken and 
dennervate  and the chi l ly  mis ts  which e lsewhere are  the causes  of  so many 
fevers ,  are  unknown in  Northwestern Iowa.  Whereas  our  la t i tude is  that  
of  central  New York,  \<ie  ha ve a  much heal thier  c l imate.  During winter ,  
ra in  is  infrequent  and everywhere i t  i s  clear  and cold.  The a i r  is  so 
dry and pure that  the cold i s  not  fe l t  as  much a s  in  the humid areas  of  
the east .  
The farmers  are  in  many cases  busy with the harvest  f rom thei r  corn.  
Li t t le  snow fal ls  here  and s leigh r iding is  re la t ively uncommon.  The 
roads are  as  good as  in  the east .  The crowning beauty from this  c l imate  
appears  in  the autumn as  a  very calm,  sof t  atmosphere f i l ls  the skies .  
Day a f ter  day the sun sets  in  a  sea of  f i re .  At night  the pra ir ies  are  
i l luminated through the burning grass  f ields .  Our a r t i f ic ia l  groves are  
covered with the most  variegated t inted leaves and the ent i re  nature  
appears  to  take on the charm of  an enchanted land.  The golden days go 
unfeel ingly into winter .  
Tn August ,  1878,  the  corn in  Wisconsin,  I l l inois ,  and o ther  s ta tes  
was s ignif icant ly  damaged through night  f ros ts .  In  Sioux County there  
was no damaging fros t  before  la te  in  September .  I t  is  an undeniable  
fact  that  damaging n ight  f ros ts  occur  later  in  the fa l l  than in  more 
easter ly  or  souther ly  lying s tates .  The Smithsonian Inst i tu te  at t r ibutes  
this  to  the high e levat ion of  Northwestern Iowa.  I t  i s  the highest  
p lateau 300 miles  in  an easter ly ,  and 200 miles  in  a  wester ly  d irec t ion,  
and this  is  why the area is  free  from mists .  "The world shows i t sel f  
off  grandly",  and we might  add to  th is ,  "par t icular ly  when one approaches 
the Missouri ."  
Thursday,  June 5 ,  1879 
THE C OLONY OF THE NETHERLANDERS 
This  is  s i tua ted in  the southeastern par t  of  Sioux County,  encompassing 
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the townships of Holland, Nassau, West Branch, Sherman and Floyd with 
Orange City the county seat of the county in its middlepoint, and East 
Orange as its railway station and trade center. In 1877 140,000 bushels 
of wheat were sent out from this station. Its agent told the author that 
there was no station between Sioux City and Mankato, St. James itself 
not excluded, that had so much business as the station in East Orange. 
This Dutch colony was organized and went out from Pella, Marion 
County, Iowa, under the leadership of Mr. Henry Hospers. 
In 1847 a great number of Dutch came directly out of Netherlands 
under the leadership of the minister Scholte and settled in Marion 
County. In the same year a larger colony of Dutch settled in Ottaxra 
County, Michigan. The Pella colony grew and prospered so much through 
the continual arrival of new immigrants out of the Netherlands, that 
within a few years all good, tillable land was claimed. The difficulty 
to find a solution increased each year and lay heavily on the hearts 
of many parents who were unable to support their growing families on the 
small farms. And there was no place for their children, when they became 
adults, to start their own homes. Rather than separate, the parents 
chose to break away with their children and to share with them the 
hardships and testings of a new establishment. 
A colonization society was organized, and H. Hospers was named as 
chairman. A committee was appointed in the fall of 1869 to find a suitable 
place for colonization in Northwestern Iowa. This committee consisted of 
S.A. Sipma, H. Muilenburg and Jelle Pelmulder and left quickly in order to 
fulfill its commission. They traveled northwest to Cherokee, about 250 
miles from Pella. Here the members of the committee were so taken in 
with the Little Sioux River with her clear waters, gleaming in the 
beautiful sunlight against the immeasuralbe prairies, still untouched by 
the diligent hand of civilization, that they decided to establish the 
new colony right there and to insure the born right of every American 
. 
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ci t izen to have a  good home.  They returned with high spir i t s  to  Pel la ,  
f i l led with happy hope and expecta t ion.  
After  their  re turn home,  there  was an open meet ing where the commit tee  
told of  their  adventures .  They told of  g lor ious things concerning the 
northwest  and the account  was reported in  the Pel la  newspapers .  On this  
basis  a  new c ommit tee  was es tabl ished consis t ing of  H.  Hospers ,  L.  van 
der  Meer ,  and D.  van der  Bos.  The f i rs t  named went  per  t rain  to  Sioux 
City ,  the other  two went  to  Cherokee where they planned to  meet  Mr.  Hospers .  
When M r.  Hospers  arr ived in  the Sioux City land off ice,  he found that  
most  of  the land in  and around Cherokee had been bought  up by land speculators-
that  was the cost ly  f rui t  from the "glor ious newspaper  report ."  
Mr.  Hospers  discovered in  Sioux Ci ty  that  Sioux County had even bet ter  
land than that  in  Cherokee.  The three then headed for  Sioux County.  They 
cl imbed a  long,  gent le  s tepwise route  from the low r iver lands of  the 
ELoyd and passed the boundary of  Plymouth County.  They unpacked their  
inst ruments  and began,  fol lowing the rules  of  surveying,  to  seek the 
d ifferent  sect ions and to  dr ive poles  in  to  indicate  that  the land was taken.  
Thereaf ter  they t raveled about  two miles  northwards where present ly  
Orange Ci ty  l ies  and were enraptured with the beaut i ful  ro l l ing grass lands.  
They re joiced that  the plan had fa i led in  Cherokee as  they were more taken 
in  with the land in  Sioux County .  
From two miles  to  the northwest  of  Orange Ci ty  they directed thei r  
chains  a  mile  eastward and thereaf ter  southward to  the place where the 
windmil l  now s tands.  Here they were in  view of  the Floyd River .  Who ca n 
say what  must  have gone through their  hearts  when they s tood on this  
elevated point ,  f rom which they saw nothing but  the wonderful ly  beaut i ful  
waving grassland,  which f inal ly  melted into the blue heaven,  while  their  
eyes  were f ixed on the reedy,  leafy green of  the Floyd River  wil lows.
From this  point  they measured the land along the sect ion l ine,  where 
present ly  the way from Orange Ci ty  to  East  Orange i s  la id ,  their  measur ing 
 
citizen to have a  oJ11e  e  ith hlgh spirits to Pella, 
fill   ectation. 
After their return ho e, t ti  here the committee 
told of their adventures.   t i s concerning the 
northwest And the acc t  tu  ll1 ne spdp~ cs . On this 
basis a new co ittee  ti  o f . ospers , L . van 
der Meer , and . van    ent per train to Sioux 
City, the o ther t o -we t t  
-whe   l ed to eet Mr. Hospers . 
When }tr . Hospers rri  l  ffice, he found that 
most of the land in and ar   t up by land speculators--
that -was the c tl  i s ne spaper report. 11 
Mr. Hospers discovere  i  i  unty had even better 
land than that in her .  f r Sioux County . They 
climbed a long, tl   t  lo  riverlands of the 
lloyd and passed t e  t . hey unpacked their 
instruw.ents and be ,  f s rveying , to seek the 
different sections and t  i i t  t at the land was taken. 
Thereafter they tr l  rt ards here presently 
Orange Clty lies and r  'Wit  tiful rolling grasslands . 
They rejoiced that the l   s they ere more taken 
i  it  ty. 
From two miles to t e rt  t  irected their 
chains a mile east ar   r  t  the place where the 
windmill now stands . r   f t e Floyd River. Who can 
say wha t must have  t  en they stood on this 
eleva ted point, fro  hic  t   t  nderfully beautiful 
waving grassland, hich fi  l  eaven, -while their 
eyes were fixed on t   t  loyd iver willows . 
From this point t e  eas r  t e section line , where 
presently the way fro  r   i  l i , their mea suring 
8. 
posts  s i t t ing  on each sec t ion corner .  When they were  busy ro l l ing  
thei r  measur ing chains ,  they suddenly  saw in  the  d is tance  two Indians  
on horseback r id ing over  the  ro l l ing  pra i r ie .  In  the  twinkl ing of  an  
eye  they approached the  surveyors .  
The Indians  indica ted  tha t  they not  only  found the  golden watch chain  
of  Mr.  Hospers  p re t ty  but  that  they would  l ike  to  have i t .  Mr.  Hospers  
of fered to  exchange the  chain  for  thei r  ponies  but  the  Indians  d idn ' t  
want  anything to  do wi th  th is  and disappeared.  They had a  hunt ing camp 
on the  other  s ide  of  the  Floyd ,  where  present ly  Hendr iksens  l ive .  
Mr.  Hospers  and h is  par ty  se t  up thei r  ten t  overnight ,  c lose  by the  
Floyd where  the  water  reserve  of  the  Sioux Ci ty  and St .  Paul  Rai lway i s  
located  now.  That  n ight  D.  van de  Bos was  ass igned to  s tand watch for  
the  Indians .  At  11 p .m.  he  ca l led  a la rmingly ,  "The Indians  are  coming' . "  
Al l  ran  outs ide  but  could  f ind  noth ing except  a  large  weed,  tha t  shaken 
and moved by the  wind was  mis taken by van de  Bos  for  an Indian .  I t  
appeared in  the  morning that  the  two Indians  had broken camp and s ince  
then there  have been no more  Indians  seen in  Sioux County .  
As soon as  the  necessary  land measurements  were  done,  Mr.  Hospers  
re turned to  the  land of f ice  in  Sioux Ci ty .  He wrote  two n ights  and one 
day wi th  r ight  and le f t  hand and submit ted  182 names for  which he  sought  
preempt ion.  Nei ther  ear l ie r  or  l a ter  were  there  so  many appl ica t ions  
in t roduced to  th i s  off ice .  After  th is ,  the  commit tee  re turned to  Pel la ,  
having been gone three  weeks .  They gave thei r  report ,  but  th is  t ime not  
in  a  publ ic  meet ing .  The exper ience  in  Cherokee had given a  lesson in  
caut ion .  
In  the  same autumn of  1869,  20 wagons  wi th  two horses  each were  
sent  f rom Pel la  to  Sioux County  for  the  purpose  of  tear ing or  breaking 
up f ive  acres  on each c la im so  tha t  the  cla ims were  insured to  be  lega l .  
In  th is  company there  was  only  one woman,  named Vennema,  and was  named 
the  "mother  of  the  colony."  She was  the  f i r s t  whi te  woman who walked the  
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soi l  of  Sioux County east  of  Cal l iope.  She i s  s t i l l  l iving and she,  her  
husband and offspr ing,  f ind pleasure in  the pioneer  days.  At  the beginning 
of  winter ,  th is  company re turned to  Pel la .  
In  the spr ing of  1870 about  60 households  packed up their  wagons,  
covered with whi te  canvas,  and le f t  for  good for  the new colony.  Since 
that  t ime there  has  been a  cont inuous increase in  populat ion,  as  is  
s t i l l  the case.  Especial ly  in  the spr ing one sees  the "prair ie  boats  
with whi te  sa i ls ,"  approach from al l  direct ions .  They come f rom Pel la ,  
Minnesota ,  Wisconsin,  I l l inois ,  Michigan,  Indiana ,  even from New York 
and not  a  smal l  number f rom Nether lands.  
Present ly  we have f ive organized towns in  this  colony,  which 
includes 300 members  of  the Reformed Church of  Orange Ci ty  and 100 members  in  
the East  Orange church.  The county has  21 schools ,  and the county seat  i s  in  
the middle  point ,  a t  Orange Ci ty.  Three newspapers  are  publ ished here  in  
two languages.  They a re  De V olksvriend,  the Sioux County Herald,  and the 
Independent .  And a l l  this  on a  spot  where ten years  ago there  was no 
t race of  a  white  person.  
Present ly  we see here  grea t  and c lean groves,  with r ich and wel l -kept  
farms of  which i t  is  dif f icul t  to  f ind an equal  in  Northwestern Iowa.  
Whenever  we te l l  visi tors  that  10 years  ago there  was nothing to  see 
but  a  cont inuous prai r ie  without  a  s ingle  house,  no t ree  or  hedge with 
the exception of  a long the Floyd River ,  they can hardly bel ieve i t .  The 
descendants  of  that  people  who s t ruggled to  preserve their  land from the 
at tacks of  the ocean,  those descendants  of  Nether lands have learned here  
to  make f rui t ful  an uninhabi ted land.  
Thrif t iness ,  careful  decis ions,  d i l igence and hard work wil l  not  fai l  
everywhere ,  but  wi l l  especial ly  provide an abundant  harvest  in  fer t i le  soi l .  
I t  i s  at t r ibuted to  these vir tues  that  the county debts  were paid immediately 
and without  d iscount .  The issuance of  exchange le t ters  of  the county were 
immediately paid in  cash,  100 cents  per  dol lar ,  an indicat ion that  the Old 
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Dutch saying is  not  forgot ten here:  "honor  i s  the best  diplomacy."  
In  the wri t ing of  this  history from Sioux County and the there  
es tabl ished Dutch colony,  we have not  been content  with speculat ion but  
have used only actual  fact .  What  the  resul ts  can be from this  great  
congregat ion of  people  and the rela ted increase in  prosperi ty ,  we do not  
know. Our responsibi l i ty  is  great ,  jus t  l ike  the blessings and privi leges  
which we enjoy.  We c annot  abandon our  dai ly  responsibi l i ty  to  ensure 
that  this  beaut iful  land wil l  be a  continuous inheri tance for  our  chi ldren 
and chi ldren 's  chi ldren and that  just ice  and peace wi l l  a lways character ize  
i t .  
Whenever  there  i s  anything said in  the history of  th is  county and i t s  
wonderful  beginning,  par t icular ly  i t s  Dutch e lement ,  the  places  from which 
the people  came can be just i f iably proud.  Mother  Pel la  above a l l  does not  
have to  be ashamed of  her  daughter  in  Northwestern Iowa.  Our s ta tus  here  
i s  molded out  of  the  immigrat ion from Pel la  and other  regions.  
Free labor ,  f ree  schools ,  f reedom of  speech and press,  f reedom of  
re l ig ion,  freedom of  mankind of  both sexes,  were gi f ts  from thei r  par t .  
Our county and colony i s  s imply the r ightfu l  descendant  of  a  c ivi l izat ion 
x^hose most  sacred expression has  been in  the bui lding of  other  towns and 
count ies .  This  colony is  not  establ ished through the oppression from her  
fa therland 's  government  (under  Wil l iamI)  but  the natural  result  from the 
overf lowing of  the natural  l i fe ,  s t rength and enterprise  of  the people,  
received through the obedience to  the sacred command to  mult iply and to  
increase for  which the Dutch people  are  known and of  which they need not  
be ashamed.  
This  wonderful  increase and blossoming i s  but  the result  of  the 
character  of  the populat ion and in  i r refutable  proof  of  the t ruth that  
"r ighteousness  e levates  a  people ."  The Dutch colony a t  present  i s  great ly ,  
i f  not  ent irely ,  indebted to  the Reformed Church in  America and the fact  
that  i t  has  been suppor ted by the Reformed mother  church in  the eastern 
s ta tes .  
o Lt  cy. 11 
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The secretary of  domest ic  missions,  Rev.  Joe West ,  v is i ted this  colony 
short ly  af ter  i t  was establ ished.  And s ince then the Reformed Church has  
had a  ful l ,  grea t  and double  share  in  that  which we name o ur  own.  Through 
her  support  and sympathy,  two teachers  have al ready set t led here;  a  third 
is  expected in  a  couple  of  days a  fourth in  several  months.  What  Dr .  West  
sa id  was no id le  predict ion but  has  almost  completely been fu lf i l led .  "I  
regard Sioux County as  the greatest  and most  promising mission place which 
we have."  
Thursday,  June 12,  1879 
TESTING A ND DIF FICULTIES 
However  f rui t ful  the ground or  how d i l igent  the farmer,  ye t  the chal lenges 
and dif f icul t ies  with the f i rs t  set t lement  were very great .  Here appl ies  
the Dutch saying,  "All  beginnings are  di ff icul t ."  A fo remost  cause of  th is  
was the poverty of  the people .  Many ha d l i t t le  on which to  begin except  
heal th  and courage and the family heir looms.  Here they came in to a  broad,  
r ich prai r ie  land where there  was no house or  s tore  to  be found,  no piece of  
bread to  be obta ined,  or  f lour  from which to  bake i t .  
The nearest  market  place was Sioux Ci ty ,  a  distance of  45 miles .  One 
cannot  cal l  this  one of  the pleasures  of  l i fe  to  t ravel  over  an unmarked 
prai r ie  in  order  to  buy a  sack of  f lour  or  fetch a  le t ter .  In  such a  land 
f lour  and foodstuff  are  a l l  very expensive.  For  a  year  and a  half  the f i rs t  
colonis ts  had to  l ive from hand to  mouth.  The prair ie  must  l ie  fa l low one 
whole year  af ter  i t  has  been plowed.  The sod i s  then sufficient ly  rot ted 
so that  sowing can commence the fol lowing season.  I t  is  a  vexing and 
d iff icul t  th ing for  poor  people  to  work an en t i re  year  and longer  without  
any returns  or  harvest ing one 's  own crops.  With the utmost  thr i f t iness  
and the most  pat ient  work,  they were able  to  make every cent  count .  
Many l ived weeks and months in  their  covered wagons.  There was no t ime 
to  bui ld  bui ldings.  The prair ie  must  be turned so that  the fo l lowing year  
seed could be sowed and planted.  One person to ld the wri ter  that  he had 
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plowed three weeks without  seeing another  human being with the except ion of  
h is  family,  a l l  of  who r es ided in  their  covered wagon.  From m orning t 0
evening he saw nothing but  h is  oxen and an unl imited prair ie .  
After  the plowing of  the grassland was completed in  July,  they were 
ready to  bui ld  houses .  This  was far  from being an easy task in  a  region 
where there  was no bui ld ing mater ial  present .  "Wood a nd metal  had to  
be hauled from Le M ars ,  a  dis tance of  20 miles ,  or  from Sioux Ci ty ,  45 miles  
ax^ay.  Many had only a  pair  of  oxen for  that  work.  Natural ly  the f i rs t  
houses  were small  and uncomfortable .  I t  i s  easy to  unders tand that  
d if f icul t ies  and hardships  x^ere numerous in  the ear ly  per iod.  These hardy 
pioneers  had the s t rength,  t rust  and pat ience to  build  the way for  a  future  
of  prosperi ty  and success ,  i f  not  for  them, then for  those who f ol lowed.  I t  
i s  a  grea t  thing to  set t le  and to  have the feel ing that  one grows up with 
the region.  
All  these hardships  belong to  a  bygone era .  Now a  few acres  of  prepared 
land can be rented almost  everywhere for  a  year 's  t ime to  help out  the new­
comer.  The ra i l road companies  and land agents  have t i l led a  number of  acres  
in  almost  every sect ion so that  newcomers  can immedia tely begin with sowing 
and p lant ing,  and can harvest  wheat  and corn a l ready the f i rs t  year .  
Bui lding lumber  can present ly  be purchased a t  East  Orange where there  are  
two lumber  yards .  And as  far  as  s tores  go,  they can be found in  a l l  corners  
of  the s t reet ,  f i l led with the most  choice goods.  
On o ne mat ter  there  i s  great  need,  which i s  fel t  dai ly  and more acutely 
as  the colony grows and the harvest  f rom the r ich soi l  increases,  namely a  
s team mil l  to  gr ind the dozens of  bushels  of  wheat  in to  f lour .  Such a  mil l  
would pay for  i tsel f  in  a  few years .  In  1871,  of  each 15 acres  sown with 
wheat  per  farm a  very r ich harvest  of  20-30 bushel  per  acre  was produced.  
The fol lowing year ,  1872,  a  great  amount  of  land,  plowed the previous summer,  
was very f ruit ful  and a  r ich harvest  rewarded the farmer for  his  labor ,  
pat ience and endurance.  
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During the year  1872 the Sioux Ci ty  and St .  Paul  Rai l road was completed 
and ran in  a  south-north direct ion through the colony.  The route  opened for  
us  the great  lumber  market  f rom Minnesota  and Wisconsin and the coal  mines 
of  Iowa and provided a  good marketplace for  our  wheat  c lose a t  home and for  
what  e lse  wa c ul t ivated.  
Hereaf ter  fo l lowed the bands of  the  loan sharks ,  to  take advantage of  the 
needs of  poor  and industr ious people  and who we re a  source of  object ion and 
d i ff icul t ies .  With these came the army of  sa lesmen for  agricul tural  equipment .  
The people  were poor  and had no money with which to  purchase this  equipment .  
The salesmen had to  sel l  and money w as borrowed a t  10% i nteres t ,  with 
promissary notes ,  insured through mortgages on personal  property .  Almost  
everyone was in  debt .  Being unable  to  read English and unacquainted with 
the law,  they were even eas ier  led "down the pr imrose pa th."  The promissary 
notes  and the resul t ing debt  was the greatest  s ingle  cause for  a l l  the 
d i ff icul t ies  and miser ies  of  the f i rs t  colonis ts .  
These smooth-talking,  honey-tongued salesmen knew a l l  too wel l  how 
to  confront  the unsuspect ing farmers .  They praised the qual i ty  of  the 
pra ir ie  land and how h e could work many more acres  with the help of  thei r  
machinery which they could sel l  to  him so cheaply.  They made ment ion of  
r ich harvest  and high market  pr ices  for  a l l  market  products .  A g ood harvest  
could more than two t imes repay the cost  of  the necessary machinery.  They 
said,  "you cannot  work as  they do in  the east  where a  man seeks to  obtain 
his  dai ly  bread on a  sand or  gravel  h i l l .  You must  have machinery.  
Everyone has  them. You must  keep up with your  neighbor ."  And so was the  
poor  farmer ent iced to  buy more than he had need of .  He made a  leap where 
he should have gone for th  careful ly  s tep by step,  buying this  year  what  he 
could pay for  and put t ing off  buying to  another  year  i f  he could .  Unfortunately 
the fol lowing crop did not  mater ia l ize  as  predicted.  The farmer was 
happy enough i f  he had enough for  bread,  food and seedcorn for  himself  and 
enough feed for  h is  cat t le .  Now came the effor t  to  pay of f  the loan.  I t  
13 . 
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was the t ime which indicated what  good s tock they were,  the  descendants  of  
a  people  who had fought  for  re l ig ious and civ il  freedom in  the Nether lands 
for  e ighty years .  
The spir i t  of  the fa thers  has  not  died out  in  the chi ldren.  They have 
the courage and t rus t  to  endure each tes t ing and become the founders  of  a  
great  and expansive colony.  I t  should be mentioned that  Mr.  Henry Hospers ,  
a  leader  and es tabl isher  of  the  Dutch colony,  has  been a  worthy adviser  in  
many ways and under  innumerable  c i rcumstances has  saved many from 
hardships .  He s tood fa i thful ly  by his  people  in  the darkest  days,  providing 
help and advice and courage,  both mater ia l  and spir i tual .  Whenever  every 
way o ut  appeared gone,  he could f ind the means of  a  solut ion.  Whoever  came 
to  him for  advice or  help ,  lef t  not  only encouraged,  but  in  one way o r  
another  re l ieved from his  press ing cares .  
And now the ear ly  s t rugglers  enjoy the reward of  thei r  self-denial  in  
the t ime of  advers i ty ,  even more than they could hope for .  Many o f  those 
who e ight  years  ago arr ived with no more than a  yoke of  oxen,  a  wagon,  
a  plow,  and bed and s tove would not  sel l  out  for  3,000 dollars  present ly .  
No w el l  kept  farm can be purchased in  this  region,  an indicat ion 
that  the people  are  not  only sa t isf ied but  that  i t  is  a  r ich land,  where 
people  were able  to  ar i se  out  of  poverty and advers i ty  to  claim weal th .  
Now t hat  a l l  is  behind us  and our  commercial  capabil i t ies  are  doubled 
through the ra i l roads,  which cross  our  country in  a l l  d irect ions,  the 
county offers  newcomers  and investors  opportuni t ies  which few count ies  can 
match.  In  view of  what  has  been accomplished in  the last  nine years ,  anyone 
who comes here  to  v is i t  or  to  set t le  must  marvel  over  the blossoming and 
growth which has  been wrought  here.  In  a l l  direct ions up to  15-16 miles  
from the c i ty,  a t t ract ive farmyards with lush groves s tand where nine years  
ago there  was nothing but  unending pra ir ie .  Let  a  s t ranger  test i fy  himself ,  
fen years  ago there  were no t rees  to  be seen,  no acres  plowed,  no house,"  
and he would excla in:  " Is  that  possible? Are the groves so young,  i s  this  
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improvement so recent? The towns and villages are only nine years old?" 
"Certainly," would the answer be, "and all this has been carried out through 
a people who came here almost without money. Indeed, it is a great, rich 
land here . "  
The Honorab le  0 .0 .  Squires ,  Iowa agent  for  the  American Bible  Society  
who has  t raveled  over  the  ent i re  s ta te  on bus iness ,  sa id  to  the  wri ter :  "You have 
the  bes t  par t  of  Iowa as  far  as  beauty  of  landscape and r ichness  of  so i l  are  
concerned,  I  know of  no  o ther  area  l ike  th is .  
In  spi te  of  what  the  se t t lement  had to  endure ,  there  was  a lways  enough 
to  eat  and a  chance  to  save  a  l i t t l e .  In  1877,  which was  a  grasshopper  year ,  
there  was  140,000 bushel  Number  one  wheat  so ld  in  East  Orange,  which cer ta in ly  
was  not  a  ha l f  of  tha t  harves ted .  Those  who l ive  in  the  sou thern  and south­
eastern  par t  br ing the i r  wheat  to  Seney and Le Mars ,  whi le  those  to  the  .  
nor th  go to  Sheldon.  In  tha t  grasshopper  year  there  were  thus  a t  leas t  280,000 
bushels  o f  wheat  harves ted  wi thout  ment ioning tha t  of  corn ,  f l ax,  rye  and 
oa ts .  The past  year  was  perhaps  the  worst  s ince  the  es tabl i shment  of  the  
colony.  Not  only  here ,  but  in  a lmost  the  whole  nor thwest ,  the  wheat  was  h i t  
by a  gra in  d isease  ca l led  b l ight ,  a  resu l t  of  the  pounding ra ins  which fo l lowed 
te r r ib le  heat .  The product  fe l l  below the  market  pr ice  a l though th is  rejec ted  
wheat  s t i l l  produced excel len t  f lour .  I t  was  cer ta in ly  the  resul t  of  th is  tha t  
the  farmers  had l i t t le  or  no marketable  wheat  and had a  shor tage  of  cash,  
but  apparent ly  were  no worse  of f  in  th i s  regard  than in  o ther  regions  which 
were  more  es tab l i shed.  
We wish  to  leave  the  impress ion on the  readers  tha t  in  the  wors t  days ,  
inc luding the  grasshopper  years ,  these  people  had bread in  abundance and 
wheat  to  se l l .  What  should  i t  have been l ike  i f  there  had been no grasshoppers?  
June 19,  1879 
GRASSHOPPERS 
Another  great  cause  of  d isappoin tment ,  which tes ted  the  courage of  many,  
was  the  grasshopper  p lague ,  which f i r s t  appeared in  the  summer of  1873.  
s
improve ent s  r t  l  i  ears old?" 
" ertainly," o l  t    rri  out through 
a people ho ca e r  l  ,  i  a reat , rich 
The Hono r 'lble O . 0 . uir , o  .i m~r i  i l  o,: lt:!ty 
"1ho has travel ed o er t     t e riLer: " ou have 
the best part of Io a    i ss f s il are 
c r ,    i . 
In spite f hat t    s l ays enough 
to ea t and a chance t        r ss pper year, 
there was 140, 000 s l be :a  r , hich certainly 
was not a half of t t   t r  and south-
eastern part ri  t , il  t se to the . 
north go to Sheldon . I  t t  "1  t l st 280 , 000 
bushels of heat r l enti  r , fl ax , rye and 
oats. The past r   t lis ent of the 
colony. ot onl  r ,   t , t e heat as hit 
by a gr a in disease call  l  l   i  ich follo ed 
terrible heat . he ~ t  lt  t is rejected 
wheat still pr oduce  l .  r lt of t is that 
t he fanner s ha  li ea t    rt ge of cash, 
but appare tl  r     i  t r regions hich 
 
We wish to lea  t  i   i  t e rst days , 
includi  t  s    r a  i  abundance and 
wheat to sell . ha t s l      o grasshoppers? 
 
Another gr e t   a   t  rage of any, 
was the grass r l   s e r of 1873 . 
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These insects  have been and s t i l l  are  the scarecrows and bogeymen 
which keep many away from Northwestern Iowa.  This  i s  the only val id  object ion 
to  this  ter r i tory .  And t ruly,  none who has  not  himself  experienced the 
destruct ive power of  the  grasshopper  can comprehend i t  or  express  i t .  Their  
organizat ion and habi ts  make them so wonderful ly  adapted for  their  work of  
des truct ion.  Strong,  working with mil i tary- l ike discipl ine ,  armed with 
powerful  jaws and equipped with great  d igest ive capaci ty  and abi l i ty  to  
procreate ,  s t rong in  wings,  assis ted through numberous a i rsacks in  f ly ing,  
a l l  this  makes the grasshopper  a  fearful  tool  of  des truct ion.  
By o neself  apparent ly  ins ignif icant ,  but  as  a  f lock powerful ,  the  
grasshopper  fal ls  on the land as  a  plague and in  a  few hours  t ransforms 
a  green and promising f ield  into a  naked,  barren expanse of  s t icks  and 
s tubble.  They devour  a  grainf ie ld  quicker  than a  herd of  hungry ca t t le .  
Even when recognizing how the land west  of  the  Mississ ippi  was a t tacked in  
1873 and 1874 there  was no need for  the people  to  give up or  s tay behind 
because of  the grasshopper .  The Hessian f ly ,  the wheat  moth,  the  weevi l  
and the chinch bug are  insects  of  more concern.  The chinch bug i s  a  year ly ,  
a lways increasing plague.  The grasshopper  shows up ,only now an d then.  The
grasshopper  misery in  1873-74 should not  have been repeated i f  the people  
had known how to  defend themselves  and to  protect  their  harvest .  Men we re in  
a  condi t ion of  complete  ignorance then.  
The local  paper  d id not  dare  to  speak a  word of  grasshoppers ,  for  
fear  of  hindering immigrat ion.  Many did not  know how t o  defend their  
crops against  the grasshoppers  and how t o  dest roy their  eggs .  The 
r ight  way i s  not  a lways to  conceal  the bad or  to  deny through s i lence,  but  
ra ther  to  place i t  in  the open in  order  to  f ind a  cure .  The author  proposes  
to  dr ive this  plague out  of  Northwestern Iowa.  The facts  and commentar ies  
concerning the his tory and customs of  the grasshopper  are  taken out  of  
These inse ts  c  ~c rccro s and bogeymen 
which keep any a a  f th es te l ~. is i  the only valid objection 
to this territ r .  .l  t i self experienced the 
destructive po er f t  it or express it. Their 
urganlz c ion n:1d bi. na'·  tl .,  nderf ll  .td.i;,tecl for their "'.Jori< of 
destruction. tr ,  is i line , armed with 
powerful Ja s a  ti  a acity and ability to 
procreate , stro  i  i  r us airsacks in flying , 
all t is a  t ~  l t l f destruction . 
By oneself  t   fl ck po erful , the 
grasshopper f ll      i  a fe  hours transforms 
a green and pro isi    anse of sticks and 
stubble . he    t  a herd of hungry cattle. 
Even when reco i i     ississippi as attacked in 
1873 and 1874 t r   Lh  l  t  i e up or stay behind 
because of the r s   t  -wheat oth, the we-.?vil 
and the chinch   r . e ch inch bug is a yearly, 
always increasin  l   ,only now and then . The 
grasshopper iser  i    r epeated if t he people 
had known ho  to def  t t t ir arvest . en were in 
a  t en . 
The local pa er i    f rasshoppers, for 
fear of hinderi  i i   o  to defend their 
crops agai st t   t  tr  t eir eggs. The 
right way is n t l   t  e y through silence , but 
rather to place it i  t    r . he author proposes 
to drive this plag e t   f ts and co ::ientaries 
concerning the i t   er are taken out of 
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the  repor t  of  the  s ta te-appoin ted  entomologic  commiss ion,  whereby the  
wri ter  adds  h is  own comments  and exper iences .  These  a re  no imagina t ions  
or  theor ies  but  def in i te  and re l iable  fac t s .  
I t  i s  perhaps  genera l ly  known tha t  the  young grasshoppers  have no 
wings  and that  they f i rs t  get  them the  l as t  of  June ,  s ix  or  e ight  weeks  
a f ter  they have ha tched.  Whereas  the  des t ruc t ion of  the  \<r i .nged g rasshoppers  
i s  more  rapid  and complete ,  the  1  est ruc t ion brought  about  by the  wingless ,  
smal ler  grasshoppers  i s  s lower  but  more  ex tens ive .  I t  makes  the  landscape 
of  the  middle  summers  as  naked as  in  the  heart  of  win ter .  The l i t t le  
c reatures  are  of ten  so  numerous  r ight  a f ter  hatching tha t  i t  looks  as  i f  
the  f ie lds  are  covered wi th  a  b lack t in t .  
WHERE THE EGGS ARE LAID 
This  occurs  in  the  jus t -broken land ,  in  land not  grown over  and which 
i s  f i rm and not  loose .  As a  ru le  tha t  soi l  was  p referred,  the  young can 
mature  unhindered ,  namely  in  f i rm,  wel l - s tamped h i l l s ides ,  and 
preferably  on the  south  or  southeast  s lope.  Old p lowed land i s  avoided 
because  the  ground i s  too loose .  In  abnormal  and unheal thy s i tua t ions  i t  
may occur  tha t  they are  la id  there  but  the  eggs  are  not  protected  by 
a  hole  and then shal l  sure ly  per i sh .  
MANNER IN WHICH THE EG GS ARE LAID 
The female  f i rs t  bores  a  hole  in  the  ground and then secretes  a  
foamy,  s t icky f luid  tha t  covers  the  bot tom of  the  hole .  Therein  she  lays  
20 to  35 eggs .  The s l imy s tuff  b inds  a l l  the  eggs  to  one mass  and as  soon 
as  the  l as t  egg i s  la id ,  the  mother  insec t  i s  busy cover ing the  narrow 
ent rance  wi th  a  th ick  ce l lu lose- l ike  mater ial .  F i rs t  i t  i s  sof t  and 
l iquid ,  but  i t  hardens  quickly  and i s  ext remely  wel l  protected  and water  f ree .  
I t  i s  c lear  tha t  hard  ground i s  the  preferred  s i te  wherein  the  
hole  can be  proper ly  dr i l led .  This  cannot  occur  in  loose  ground and the  
eggs  wi l l  be  d is turbed.  The mass  of  eggs  seldom l ies  deeper  than a  
thumb beneath  the  surface.  
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THE PROCESS OF HA TCHING 
The outs ide capsule  of  the egg mass i s  very breakable  and i s  made 
more br i t t le  through the f rost .  The inner  wall  i s  so tough that  a  
powerful  pressure between the thumb and f inger  is  necessary to  crush i t .  
How can the embryo,  that  is  packed in  so t ight ly ,  f ree  i t se lf?  
The hard bird egg i s  easi ly  broken by the beak of  i t s  inhabi tant .  
The young grasshopper  i s  not  so equipped and cannot  in  such a  manner  help.  
Through the muscle  exer t ion of  the  newborn insect  against  the wal l  of  the  
hole ,  i t  i s  pressed to  the outs ide.  The f i rmer  the ground,  the easier  for  
the young insect  to  f ind i t s  way o utside,  while  the young grasshopper  
whose egg was laid  in  sof t  ground,  cannot  escape and usual ly  succumbs.  
In  such an area they are  present  in  small  numbers,  i f  a t  a l l .  
History ver if ies  this  fact .  For  a  long t ime people  feared for  
grasshoppers  in  I l l inois  but  when the immigrat ion moved westward and the 
land cul t ivated,  the grasshopper  disappeared so that  today they are  not  
found 50 miles  east  of  us .  Where there  i s  no f reshly broken land,  there  
are  no eggs la id  and thus no new generat ion.  This  i s  completely confirmed 
by research and br ings the grasshopper  ques t ion to  an end.  
Whenever  the  pra ir ies  are  ent irely  t i l led,  the grasshopper  wil l  
d isappear .  We now f ind ourselves  al ready on the eas tern boundary from the 
present  domain of  the grasshoppers .  Five miles  to  the east  they are  to  
be found no more.  There i s  no reason why man should avoid Sioux County 
or  to  be made anxious by those who h ave a l ready packed up their  tents .  
HABITS OF TH E Y OUNG W INGLESS INSECTS 
Although equipped with remarkable  s t rength as  soon as  they leave the 
egg they usual ly  remain on the f ields  where they were hatched,  as  long 
as  they can f ind adequate  sustenance and therefore  cause l i t t le  concern.  
As soon as  the supply is  exhausted,  they begin to  migrate  and devour  a l l  
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19.  
grain and garden crops which they f ind in  thei r  way.  As long as  they are  
young and yet  small ,  as  in  the f i rs t ,  second or  third phase,  they hide out  
during the night  and a lso during the day.  Whenever  they become s t rong 
and numerous,  they move o ver  the grain f ields  and eat  i t  close to  
the ground.  Cold and damp weather  i s  advantageous for  the grain and dis­
advantageous for  the grasshoppers .  Then the grain grows so rapidly that  
they can cause very l i t t le  damage.  
I t  i s  whenever  they become numerous and s t rong enough to  lay bare  
the ground,  (general ly  when they are  half  grown) that  they develop the 
tendency to  migrate  in  great  swarms.  The destruct ive abi l i t ies  increase.  
Firs t  they destroy the plants  on neighboring f ie lds  and then s lowly 
spread out .  Whenever  they have destroyed a  landscape,  they must  seek 
their  food elsewhere and d ie  in  uncountable  numbers  because of  s tarvat ion.  
This  g lut tony increases  unt i l  they have undergone the ir  peel ing as  larva,  and 
have become a  chrysal is . .  From that  t ime on they decrease in  number,  d ie  
quickly of  s ickness ,  or  become prey for  their  predators ,  and not  a  smal l  number,  
in the  defenseless  s ta te  of  chrysal is ,  become prey of  the glut tony of  their  own 
sor t .  Those which obtain wing ascend into the a ir  in  the warmest  par t  of  the  day and 
f ly  with the wind as  far  as  i t  wil l  carry them to  their  bir thplace in  the 
northwest .  Most  a re  suscept ib le  to  disease or  a re  aff l ic ted with parasi tes  
and wherever  they descend do re lat ively l i t t le  harm. 
METHODS A ND A TTEMPTS FOR DE STRUCTION 
This  consis ts  f i rs t  of  a l l  in  the des truct ion of  the eggs .  This  can 
occur  through harrowing and plowing.  
1. Harrowing in  the fal l .  The breaking of  the egg clumps and the
exposing therefore  of  the eggs to  the drying process  of  the atmosphere destroys 
them. From this  we immediately see the importance of  this  method of  
combat ing the enemy.  The goal  must  be the pulverizing of  the soi l  to  
a  depth of  one and one half  thumbs.  Where a  cul t ivator  i s  used,  i t  is  
grain and garden cr s i  . s l  as they are 
young and yet s all, as i  t   , t  hide out 
during the night and l    t  eco e strong 
and numerous , they  o    l se to 
the gro11nd . Col d t'!:1d run  t,e.:1t  n n c;c   t  rc1in .1n<l db-;-
advantageous for t e r   s s  ra idly that 
t   . 
It is whenever t e    t  l  bare 
the ground, (generall     t  evelop the 
tendency to igrate i  s    iliti s increase . 
Fjrst they destroy t  l   t  slo ly 
spread out . hene er t   , t  ust seek 
their food else here a   se f starvation . 
This gluttony incre s  l  li g as larva, and 
have beco e a chr s li .,  i  nu ber , die 
quickly of sickness , r ,  t a s al l number, 
jn the defenseless st t     t  l tt ny of their own 
sort . Those which o t i  i    r est art of the day an
d 
fly with the ind as f    irt lace in the 
northwest . ost ar e li t  ith parasites 
and here r t l  ar . 
 A  A N  E I  
This consists fir t   t  e gs . his can 
r t  i . 
1. Harrowing i  t  .    l s and the 
exposing therefore of t    t  t o sphere destroys 
them. Fro  t is e i rt::i  f t is ethod of 
co1nbating the ene .  i i  f the soil to 
a depth of one a   s   t r is used, iL i;s 
recommended to  go over  the  ground once  more  wi th  a  t ree  branch uni t .  
From the  manner  of  egg l ay ing,  as  descr ibed above,  i t  fol lows that  every  
egg c lump which i s  broken or  brought  to  the  surface  i s  des t royed.  The 
harrowing must  no t  be  done ca re less ly  but  as  careful ly  as  possib le .  
A farmer ,  three  mi les  to  the  nor th  of  Fast  Orange,  had a  p iece  of  
newly broken land seeded wi th  wheat ,  app lying one bushel  per  acre  wi th  
the  sowing machine.  Fol lowing this  he  reappl ied  a  hal f  bushel  per  acre  
and then he  harrowed and reharrowed the  land.  The resul t  i s  tha t  the  
wheat  s tood wel l  and there  are  no grasshoppers .  This  i s  an indicat ion 
tha t  i t  i s  sound to  harrow both  in  the  fa l l  and spr ing.  By this  means  
the  eggs  can be  des t royed on jus t -p lowed grass land.  Likewise  a l l  roads  
and open and uncul t iva ted  places  must  be  thoroughly  harrowed in" the  fa l l .  
This  i s  required  by the  law. .  
2. Plowing:  This  i s  another  method to  destroy grasshopper  eggs .
The plowing must  reach a  depth of  about  s ix  thumbs and the land then 
disked.  Then,  when the eggs hatch,  the young insects  are  unable  to  
reach the surface.  
DESTROYING TH E YOUNG G RASSHOPPERS 
I t  is  not  without  pr ide that  we may c lain  the fact  that  the par t  
of  the  locust  ques t ion is  solved.  These a re  the words of  the Entymology 
Commission of  the United Sta tes .  The invest igat ion of  1877 has  concluded 
that  with sui table  means,  ef for t  and cooperat ion ,  the farmer can f ight  
the grasshopper  with good resul ts  and he can defend his  crops against  
grasshoppers  with less  work and effor t  than against  weeds .  Farmers  
themselves  are  amazed what  can be done in  this  regard by the in i t ia t ion 
of  these measures .  And a lmost  unanimously i t  i s  fel t  that  one has  no 
ser ious fear  of  grasshoppers  in  the fu ture  whenever  the  eggs are  des troyed.  
20 . 
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The means by which to  destroy young grasshoppers  are  as  fo l lows:  
1 .  Burning.  The method can be carr ied out  easi ly  in  prair ie  and 
wheat-bear ing land.  There i s  an abundance of  s t raw and hay which can 
be bunched up in  pi les  and long s t r ips  and into which the young grass­
hoppers  can be dr iven and burned.  During cold and damp w eather  
they creep into such p i les  by themselves.  Also we have sa id that  i t  is  
the custom of  a  young grasshopper  to  f ind cover  a t  n ight .  St raw in  clumps 
or  s t raw and hay in  rows are  places  where the insects  wil l  go to  at  night  
and l ikewise can be easi ly  burned.  Much e ffor t  i s  made to  prevent  the 
prair ie  f ires  in  the spr ing and fa l l .  I t  should be supported by a  
law adhered to  s t r ict ly .  Whenever  the  prair ie  f i res  were postponed unt i l  the mass of  
the grasshoppers  were hatched,  then a l l  these would be destroyed.  Whenever  
a  farmer 's  harvest  i s  destroyed by grasshoppers ,  then i t  is  Disown faul t .  
Save the s t raw with which to  burn the grasshoppers .  
The fo l lowing method can be used to  destroy them in  gardens:  Take 
a  long i ron rod,  say 40 feet  long.  Wrap o ld rags  around i t  and sa turate  
these with petroleum. A t hin  piece of  i ron wire  i s  wound around the 
rags  in  order  to  secure them in  place.  The rags  are  then set  on f i re  
and then dragged a l l  over  the garden by two men unt i l  the fuel  i s  a l l  con­
sumed.  Even a  large grainf ield  can be saved in  this  manner .  The 
resul ts  are  that  of  a  small  prair ie  f i re .  Or d ig  a  channel  around the 
garden and protect  the garden.  
2 .  Digging a  gul ly .  This  is  another  method.  A s imple furrow two 
feet  wide and two feet  deep with perpendicular  wal ls  of fers  a  sa t isfactory 
barr ier  against  the small  insects .  They fa l l  in ,  pi le  up and soon per ish 
in  masses  on the bot tom. I t  i s  the habi t  of  the  insects  to  t ravel  in  
t roops.  Dig a  t rench r ight  in  their  path or  around your  f ield  and your  
crops are  made secure.  Whenever  they swarm into the t rench,  throw in  
some s t raw,  igni te  i t ,  and your  enemy i s  gone.  
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2 2 .  
The direct ion in  which they are  moving can be ascer ta ined and i f  farmers  
work together ,  they can dig a  long t rench which wil l  pro tect  more than one 
farm.  The u t i l i ty  hereby l ies  in  ei ther  the inabi l i ty  or  unwil l iness  of  
the grasshopper  to  jump or  creep out .  On the bot tom of  the t rench they 
become discouraged,  in jure  themselves  and become exhausted through their  
f rui t less  at tempts  to  escape as  they crawl a l l  over  each other .  The 
t rench must  be kept  up.  The s ides  must  not  cave in  but  remain perpendicular .  
This  method of  handl ing i s ,  af ter  burning,  the most  d irect  way to  
r id  oneself  of  the  young grasshopper ,  but  th is  i s  of ten too cost ly  and labor-
consuming in  a  newly-set t led area where the farmer must  do a l l  by himself .  
The best  way is  to  destroy the eggs .  No eggs,  no insects!  
3 .  Kerosene and Tar .  The f i rs t  i s  a  sure  and inexpensive medium to  
destroy young grasshoppers .  The poisoning qual i ty  on these insects  is  
remarkable .  A f ew drops ki l ls  a  great  number .  Take an ordinary plank 
12-14 feet  long.  Make a  t in  trough four  thumbs deep,  s ix  thumbs wide.  
Divide the t rough in  divis ions,  each a  foot  long,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
spi l l ing of  the oi l .  Place under  this  apparatus  three wooden ro l lers ,  in  
order  to  make i t  moveable .  Fi l l  the t rough half  ful l  with water ,  pour  
over  this  a  thin layer  of  petroleum, enough to  cover  the surface of  the 
water .  Attach a  rope to  i t  and connect  i t  to  a  horse .  The l ightness  
of  this  equipment  makes i t  possible  for  use on many f ields .  The grass­
hopper  spr ings in  this  t rough as  i t  is  pul led over  the f ie ld  and two 
minutes  af ter  being covered with o i l ,  they are  dead.  A y outh with a  
horse can in  just  a  few days save a  gra in f ield  with th is  kerosene 
machine.  
One c an see that  grasshoppers  can be easier  destroyed than a  f ield  
of  corn can be c leaned of  weeds.  By a  systematic ,  uni ted and pers is tent  
approach,  a l l  young grasshoppers  can be e l iminated from a  region in  
a  short  t ime.  
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23. 
DESTRUCTION OF TH E W INGED GR ASSHOPPER 
Whenever  they descend on a  region in  count less  mult i tudes,  the 
above methods a re  of  no use.  One s tands powerlessly against  the enemy.  
The only method to  save a  grainf ield  is  in  burning a  smoky f i re  in  
order  to  change the direct ions of  the swarms.  
In  a  wheat-producing land as  Sioux County,  s t raw i s  in  surplus .  
One c an s tack i t  up in  a l l  port ions of  the f ield  and then leave the s tacks 
undis turbed unt i l  the locust  descend from the sky.  Then the farmers  in  
one or  more townships  on a  given moment  set  the s t raw on f i re ,  pouring 
on tar  to  s low the burning and increase the smoke,  and the jo int  burning 
wil l  dr ive the insects  away.  By systemat ic  and uni ted effor t  much c an 
be done to  change the direct ion of  the swarms.  But  the  need for  community 
cooperat ion cannot  be emphasized too much and in  passing of  legis la t ion to  
advise  and enforce useful  methods.  There are  always in  every community those who 
a re  unwil l ing to  do anything to  avert  an impending curse.  These indifferent  
men of ten br ing complete  misfor tune over  themselves  and their  suffer ing 
neighbors .  There must  be  leg isla t ion to  enforce the measures  on every 
sound man:  In  the fa l l  one or  more days to  work together  to  des troy the 
grasshoppers  and in  the spr ing the ki l l ing of  the  young insects .  After  a l l ,  
a l l  these measures ,  enumerated above,  have been proven to  be sound in  
var ious areas  and should be uncondi t ional ly  approved by every reasonable ,  
thinking man.  This  research has  been proven as  being effect ive.  
MULTIPLE C ROP AG RICULTURE 
I t  i s  wrong to  be dependent  on a  s ingle  farm product  to  support  a  
family.  There i s  need to  have more change in  products .  There exis ts  
too great  a  love for  big farms in  general  and for  wheat  fa rms in  par t icular .  
I t  makes more sense to  have more numerous sources  of  income than to  
expect  everything from one source.  
No land region is  more sui table  than Sioux County for  ca t t le  breeding.  
There i s  good water  and plent i ful  grass .  Sickness  in  cat t le  is  unknown.  
 OF TH   GR  
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The c l imate  i s  favorable  and invigorat ing.  Our wool ,  beef ,  but ter  and 
cheese are  second to  none when g iven the necessary care.  At  the  Inter­
nat ional  Exhibi t  in  Minneapolis  the  pr ize  for  milk products  was given 
to  Northwestern Iowa.  The same honor  was given Iowa a t  the Centennial  
Exhibi t .  There i s  no good reason why each farmer cannot  raise  50-100 
head of  cat t le .  The pasture  costs  nothing.  The hay involves  the effort  
of  mowing a nd haul ing i t  in .  The corn can be fed to  pigs.  Hog cholera  
i s  not  known here .  Should the wheat  harvest  fa i l ,  then not  a l l  is  los t  
and actual ly  i t  should scarcely be fel t .  Rotat ion of  crops i s  always to  
be recommended,  not  only from the s tandpoint  of  grasshoppers ,  but  in  
every respect .  And f rom th is  fol lows the i r refutable  fact  that  the more 
of ten he wil l  be disappointed and the quicker  he wil l  exhaust  the r ichness  
of  the soi l .  
CONCLUDING CO NSIDERATIONS 
1 . Grasshoppers  do not  as  a  rule  lay their  eggs in  loose and cul t ­
ivated ground.  Whenever  a l l  our  pra ir ies  are  cul t ivated,  the grasshopper  
plague wil l  belong to  the past .  The grasshopper  moves westward with the 
s t ream of  civi l izat ion.  At present  we l ie  a t  the boundary.  Two m iles  
to  the east  of  East  Orange there  are  no more grasshoppers  found.  
2 .  Their  eggs can eas i ly  be destroyed through di l igent  ef fort  in ' the
fal l  and by plowing deeply .  
3 .  The young insect  can easi ly  be destroyed by burning,  the digging 
of  t renches ,  or  by kerosene.  Men can diver t  the grasshopper  swarm through 
smoking.  
4 .  Rotat ion of  crops and l ivestock is  the wisest  and most  advantageous
method of  farming.  
5 .  Grasshoppers  are  not  as  great  a  t rouble  as  other  insects  or
weevi ls ,  chinch bugs,  e tc . ,  which are  not  to  be found in  Sioux County.  
The las t  named are  a  year ly  plague.  The grasshoppers  appear  only 
per iodical ly  and can be more eas i ly  held in  check.  
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25.  
The newcomers  cer ta inly suffered much from them. As we have mentioned,  
the  grasshoppers  f i rs t  showed themselves  in  June,  1873.  They then destroyed 
in  a  few hours  a l l  the corn and oats  and caused much damage on the wheat  
and a t  a  t ime when the people  were ready to  reap the rewards of  their  
pat ience and hard work.  This  was especial ly  a  hard blow on those who 
had bought  a  pai r  of  horses ,  plow and fur ther  farm tools  on credi t .  The 
grasshoppers  remained in  Sioux County unt i l  about  July,  1877,  coming back 
each year  and not  doing as  much damage as  men in  the eastern s ta tes  pre­
sume .  
When I  visi ted this  region in  1877,  I  thought  I  would f ind an impov­
er ished and demoral ized people;  to  my ama zement ,  I  found no such persons 
here.  Certainly some suffered more,  o thers  less .  Yet  they had a t  leas t  
enough food for  their  households,  and seed for  the fol lowing year .  I  was 
r ight ly  amazed over  the great  improvement  brought  about  in  less  than seven 
years ,  of  which three had been grasshopper  years ,  and one had a  harvest  
fa i lure  because of  an extraordinar i ly  wet  summer.  There was more 
wheat  damaged that  year ,  1875-76,  than ever  had been by grasshoppers  and this  
was the darkest  year  in  the history of  Sioux County.  
In  September ,  1878,  the grasshoppers  again showed themselves ,  d id 
l i t t le  damage,  but  f i l led the newly-plowed sod with myriads of  eggs.  
These have present ly  hatched and have thoroughly damaged the wheat  in  cer ta in  
places.  The poorness  of  the  crops is  caused less  by the grasshoppers  than 
by the drought ,  which occurred in  the Western s ta tes  in  the spr ing .  The 
delayed germinat ion resul ted in  the s imultaneous appearance of  the grass­
hoppers  and the growth of  the  wheat .  Had the seed germinated and begun 
to  grow as  in  other  years ,  the grasshoppers  should not  have brought  about  
so much d amage.  The wheat  on old land promises  a  r ich harvest  and those 
who this  past  year  destroyed the grasshopper  eggs in  their  newly plowed 
land have the promise of  the best  wheat  th is  coining year .  
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26.  
The grea tes t  problem was  tha t  the  people  were  unacquainted  wi th  the  
proper  method of  get t ing  r id  of  the  grasshopper  eggs .  I f  th is  paper  
convinces  people  here ,  as  e lsewhere ,  o f  the  ef f icacy of  the  method of  
des t roying the  eggs  and young insec ts  wi th  l i t t le  effor t  and expense ,  
then i t  wi l l  have demonst ra ted  one of  the  grea tes t  g i f t s  to  Sioux County.  
We advise  each reader  to  save  this  i ssue  and i f  possib le  to  see  tha t  
everyone rece ives  a  copy.  Would tha t  each local  paper  in  the  west  pr int  the  
conten ts  of  th is  a r t ic le . -  Provide  enl ightenment  and knowledge to  the  people  
regarding a l l  impor tant  quest ions .  May they know tha t  the  grasshoppers  
can be  more  eas i ly  combated than weeds ,  and tha t  East  Orange i s  a l ready 
the  boundary  l ine  which separa tes  us  f rom the  temporary  grasshopper  
domain,  and tha t  we probably  wi l l  never  again  be  vis i ted  by grasshoppers  
a f ter  th i s  year .  
June 26,  1879 
FOOTNOTES REGARDING THE GRASSHOPPERS 
Since  the  wr i t ing  of  our  a r t ic le  over  the  grasshoppers ,  a  mass  of  
eggs  have hatched and the  smal l  insects  have caused much damage in  many 
p laces .  What  the  inf luence  may be  on the  fo l lowing harves t  i s  hard  to  
say.  
The places  where  the  eggs  a re  present ly  hatched and the  habi t s  of  the  
insec ts  are  somewhat  d if ferent  f rom what  we had ment ioned previously .  The 
fol lowing serves  as  c lar i f icat ion .  
The l as t  season and year  cannot  be  regarded as  ord inary.  The spr ing­
t ime was  unusual ly  dry .  From October  unt i l  May 12 we had very  l i t t le  
ra in  and dur ing the  winter  a lmost  no snow.  For  a l l  prac t ica l  purposes  we 
had a lmost  no ra in  in  these  months .  The grasshoppers ,  which la id  the ir  
eggs  here,  came very  la te  in  September .  As a  resul t  of  the  fa i lure  of  
the  wheat  harvest  th is  year ,  the  reasons  which were  prev ious ly  given,  
the  old  land lay  a lmost  barren  and the  c rus t  became very  hard.  Because  
of  th is ,  one found eggs  on o ld  t i l led  land ,  which would  no t  have been the  
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case otherwise.  I t  i s  therefore  wel l  establ ished that  whenever  a l l  the 
land is  t i l led,  the grasshopper  wi l l  disappear  unless  they wi l l  br ing us  an 
unwanted vis i t  from elsewhere.  
Whatever  i t  may be,  ; the eggs can be destroyed i f  a  ser ious ef for t  i s  made.  
Also,  the  young grasshopper  can be ki l led through burning,  t renching,  
and petroleum. I t  i s  fool ish to  say that  nothing can be done.  I t  i s  
easier  to  protect  crops against  grasshoppers ,  and with less  cost ,  than 
to  r id  the f ie lds  of  weeds.  
The greatest  setback l ies  not  so much in  the grasshopper 's  destruct ion 
than in  the great  drought  that  covered the ent i re  west .  And s t i l l  the crop 
may turn out  bet ter  than people  think,  bet ter  than elsewhere where the army 
worm an d chinchbug caused much destruct ion.  Because of  the  cont inuous 
emigrat ion into Dakota ,  i t  can almost  with cer ta inty be s ta ted that  this  year  
wil l  be the las t  that  the grasshoppers  are  a  threat .  I f  the past  h is tory 
speaks the t ruth,  i t  is  safe  to  assume that  we have had the most  of  the  
locust  visi ts .  
CHURCHES 
Whereas  we only deal  with the Reformed Church,  i t  i s  not  our  intent ion 
to  show any preferent ial  t reatment  or  to  ignore the other  churches in  
Sioux County.  The reason i s  only that  the wri ter  i s  bet ter  acquainted 
with the Reformed Church there  and that  this  denominat ion i s  more c losely 
connected with the Dutch Colonizat ion.  
The Reformed Church i s  the oldest  on this  western cont inent  and one 
of  the  oldest  in  the world.  I t  arose in  the Nether lands in  the middle  
of  the  s torm of  persecut ion and civi l  upheaval .  The Nether lands,  as  wel l  
as  the res t  of  Europe ,  lay under  the darkness  and curse  from popery in  
the f if teenth century.  God's  word was hidden,  human t radi t ions were 
fol lowed,  the instruct ion of  the gospel  was held back.  Whenever  a  weak 
l ight  broke through,  i t  was quickly ext inguished.  But  a t  the appropriate  
t ime the torch was l i t  which should never  more be hid.  Two young 
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Gronigers ,  Jan Wessel  and Rudolf  Agricola ,  50 years  before  Luther ,  were 
the morning s tars  of  the Reformation.  They s tudied the wri t ings and came 
to  the rediscovery of  the doctr ine of  just i f icat ion through fai th  in  
Chris t .  The seed,  spread by them, came to  l i fe  in  the Reformat ion.  The 
gospel  was proclaimed,  the Bible  accepted as  the only guidel ine in  l i fe  
and bel ief .  For  a  number of  years  these new fo l lowers  of  th is  creed 
pract iced their  bel ief  in  pr ivate  and named themselves  "The Churches of  
Nether lands under  the Cross ."  In  1562 a  confess ion of  fai th  was made 
publ ic ,  named the Belgic  Confession because the wri ter  was a  Belgian 
by b ir th .  I t  is  the same as  that  which i s  confessed by the Reformed 
Church in  this  land.  
The Heidelberg Catechism was introduced about  the same t ime in  the 
Dutch Reformed Church.  These confessions of  fa i th ,  a long with the 
Synod of  Dordt ,  a re  the confessional  formulae of  the  Reformed Church.  
Much weight  i s  at tached to  these,  not  because they have power 
in  themselves  but  in  so far  as  they br ing the t ruth of  God to  l ight .  
In  the ascer taining of  t ruth we a lways cal l  on the Word of  God.  
"Thus says the Lord" br ings an end to  a l l  doctr inal  quest ions.  
With such principles  the church of  Holland sent  her  chi ldren to  
the new w orld and they have been upheld without  change by the Reformed 
Church in  America.  
The Reformed suffered much in  the Nether lands under  Charles  V 
and s t i l l  more under  h is  son Phi l ip ,  who s ent  an army of  10 ,000 men 
under  the command of  the  bloodthirs ty  Duke of  Alva to  s tamp out  the 
Reformation in  the Nether lands.  The Counci l  of  Troubles  and the 
Counci l  of  Blood wre establ ished and the Spanish Inquis i t ion brought  
in to ful l  working.  The t ruth procla imed by the Reformed Church with­
stood the tes t  of  persecut ion and suppress ion.  
For  these t ru ths  martyrs  died t r iumphant ly .  These t ru ths  were 
preached through men a s  Whitef ield ,  Verr ,  Harvey Berr idge,  Romaine,  
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Edwards ar id  Davies .  
This  church es tabl ished in  this  land i s  a  church without  a  bishop,  and 
a  s tate  without  a  king.  Holland was the f i rs t  of  a l l  new n at ions to  have 
the r ight  of  f reedom of  conscience,  of  civi l  and rel igious freedom, and 
establ ished a  presbyter ian or  representat ive government .  The e lders  and 
deacons were chosen ,by the congregat ion for  a  two year  term.  
THE RE FORMED C HURCH IN AMERICA 
The Reformed Church in  America was es tabl ished shor t ly  af ter  the 
discovery of  Hudson.  Dutch colonies  were es tabl ished along the Hudson 
River ,  the  Mohawk V al ley,  on Long Is land,  in  New Je rsey,  and in  Penn­
sylvania .  These colonies  remained under  the control  of  the Nether lands unt i l  
1664 when the Engl ish took over  New York .  Up u nt i l  that  t ime the ci ty  
was named New Amsterdam; Brookl jn ,  Breukelen;  Albanie,  Fort  Oranje .  
The ent ire  colonies  were named New N ether lands .  These Dutch,  t rue to  
their  love of  the  church and the t ruth,  soon saw the need for  publ ic  
worship service fol lowing the customs of  the  father land.  They assembled 
on Sunday in  an a t t ic  of  a  horse mi l l .  Thus was the beginning of  the 
publ ic  worship in  New Yor k.  According to  dependable  sources  a  good-sized 
congregat ion was organized in  New York as  ear ly  as  1619.  Thus there  was 
a  Reformed Church before  the Pi lgr ims landed on Plymouth Rock.  Our 
Calv inis t ic-confession came to  the coast  of  the  new w orld 20 years  
before  the Westminster  Confession was wri t ten.  The Reformed Church in  
America i s  not  of  recent  or igin .  The old names of  the churches point  
to  the honorable  age of  this  denominat ion.  Consis tory,  c lass is ,  synod 
give i r refutable  proof  of  this .  
The Reformed Church s tood in  the beginning under  the supervis ion of  
the Classis  of  Amsterdam. In  1771 the Art ic les  of  Union were accepted 
and the American Reformed Church was recognized as  an independent  ent i ty .  
After  the giving of  New York to  the Engl ish (1664),  there  was only 
l ight  emigrat ion out  of  Holland and therefore  the Reformed Church was 
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found in greatest number where the Nether landers settled first, namely 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. In 1815 the emigration out of 
Holland was renewed and some of them settled in the west of New York. 
In 1847 Dutch colonies in Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa were established 
so that today Reformed Churches are found as far as Kansas. Recently a 
mission station has been formed in Dakota. 
In 1794 the notes of the General Synod were written for the first 
time in English so that one can say that from that year on -English was 
the official language of the Reformed* Church. 
We have spoken at length about this denomination so that nex-zcomers in 
Sioux County should knox? who \<re. are. Our actual character was recently 
expressed by the president of our General Synod as follows : "A mark 
of our church is her decision that each teacher preaches the old doctrine 
of the cross. We have a great respect for the truths of the Bible and that's 
no surprise. We have undergone the baptism of blood. Many of our members 
have suffered and died for the truth. The names of many martyrs are found 
in our church year books. The Reformed Chruch has aTways faithfully striven 
for the faith that has been delivered to the saints. And as such stands her 
history for the xrorld." 
The first Reformed Church in Sioux County was organized in Orange 
City May 6, 187.1, by a commission appointed by the classis of Illinois, 
consisting of the honorable N.D. Williamson from Norris, Illinois, and 
the elder Gesman from Pella. The first church officers x-zere M. Verheul, 
G. Versteeg, and T.J. Heemstra, elders; S.A. Sipma, W. van Roijen, and
J. Pelmulder, deacons.
The first sermon xras conducted in Orange City in July, 1870, lead 
by the Rev. Jan van der Meulen, at that time minister of the Reformed Church 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Revs. E. Winter, A1 Thompson of Pella, and 
P. de Pree from Bethel, Iowa, also preached.
On August 21, 1871, the congregation called the Rev. Seine Bolks as
.
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shepherd and teacher .  Most  d id  not  think that  th is  cal l  had„.much 
chance of  success ,  in  view of  the fact  that  Father  Bolks a t  that  t ime 
was pastor  of  one of  the largest  congregat ions in  Michigan,  that  from 
Zeeland.  But  the  earnest  prayers  of  the church in  Orange Ci ty  were heard.  
The Rev.  S .  Bolks  arr ived Apri l  4 ,  1372,  and was instal led the las t  Sunday in  
Apri l ,  1872,  by the Rev.  E.  Winter  f rom Pel la .  
A b et ter  choice could not  have been poss ible .  The Rev.  Bolks  was a  man 
of  great  experience,  above a l l  in  the t r ia ls  and t r ibulat ions of  a  new 
se t t lement .  In  1847 he himself  had emigrated with two ships  of  emigrants  
and had se t t led with them in  the woods of  Michigan.  He had endured a l l  
the hardships  and suffer ings of  the colonies  in  Michigan,  and worked with 
the establ ishment  of  churches and schools ,  and ass is ted Dr.  Van Raal te  
and C. .  van der  Meulen.  This  made him the wel l-sui ted man for  the church 
of  the colony in  Northwestern Iowa.  Her  success: ' i s  to  a  great  extent  
a t t r ibuted to  the labors  of  this  his  dervant .  He has  been not  only a  support  
to  h is  people  in  the spir i tual  but  a lso in  the ear thly realm.  And the  winter  
of  1872 shal l  never  be forgot ten \ \rhen the  colony was vis i ted by a  gracious and 
mighty x>zorking o f  the Spir i t .  
Pastor  Bolks remained act ive as  minister  of  his  congregat ion unt i l  
August  1878,  when he was declared emeri tus  because of  h is  poor  hea l th  and 
advanced age .  Since that  t ime the church has  been vacant .  This  wri ter  
has  preached for  the congregat ion this  past  summer and winter  in  the Sunday 
afternoon service,  three t imes each month.  The consis tory has  extended a  
ca l l  to  Rev.  A.  Buursma,  who has  accepted the cal l .  He i s  expected the las t  
Sunday in  June.  There are  about  300 members  a t  present .  
Up unt i l  1875 the congregat ion held i t s  meet ing in  the sfchoolhouse.  
When th is  seemed to  be too small ,  a  s ide room was added to  the north s ide 
which i s  closed during school t ime.  This  was made f rom rbugh planks.  
A t able  and chair  s tood on the end and served as  the pulpi t .  Dr.  M. Coh.  
S tuar t  preached in  th is  bui lding in  November,  1873.  He was a  delegate  
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f rom Holland a t  the Evangelical  All iance which met  that  year  in  New York .  
The day of  his  preaching in  Orange Ci ty  shal l  not  eas i ly  be forgot ten.  
At  that  t ime i t  was revealed that  a  Chris t ian woman f rom New York had 
given $4,000 for  a  church bui lding in  Orange Ci ty.  
The bui lding was begun in  1874.  I t  is  commodious and sound and can 
be seen in  almost  every direct ion from a  d is tance of  ten or  more miles .  
This  monument  i s  a  t r ibute  to  the character  of  the noble  Chris t ian woman 
who has  given so much money for  her  poor  brothers  and s is ters  in  the far  
west  of  Iowa.  
THE RE FORMED C HURCH 0 ? EAST O RANGE 
The Reformed Church of  East  Orange was organized May 1 8,  1877,  by 
a  commission appointed through the c lass is  of  I l l inois  and consis t ing of  the  
Rev.  S .  Bo Iks  of  Orange Ci ty  and the elder ,  H.  Muilenburg.  The number 
af f i l ia ted was 27.  The f i rs t  names off icers  were:  B.  Smits ,  R.  Snel ler ,  
W.K. Scholten,  R.  Vos,  e lders ;  A.M. van den Berge,  D.  Glei js teen,  
G.J .  Hofmeijer ,  and H.  de Kraai ,  deacons.  A c al l  was extended to  the 
wri ter  of  th is  ar t ic le ,  a t  that  t ime minister  of  the Abbe Reformed Church 
a t  Clymer,  New Yor k.  
In  1876 he had twice assis ted as  ass is tant  pastor  in  Orange Ci ty.  
The cal l  to  East  Orange was accepted and in  June,  1878,  he arr ived and 
was insta l led by the Revs.  S.  Bolks and J .  B.  de Beer .  With the help of  the 
Board of  Domest ic  Missions,  a  neat  and convenient  parsonage was bui l t  in  
the fal l  of  1877.  Most  of  the  money for  th is  was contr ibuted by the 
Sunday School  of  the Reformed Church of  Fla tbush,  which \<ras  a lso instrumental  
in  the obtaining of  a  pas tor .  During the f i rs t  year  of  the present  
pas tor ,  East  Orange more than doubled i t s  membership and a t  present  counts  
about  100 members .  Above a l l ,  a  Sunday School  was organized,  which has  
more than 100 members  on the l i s t .  Each Wednesday evening a  prayer  
meet ing i s  held .  Sunday morning services  are  in  Dutch,  in  the af ternoon 
and evening in  Engl ish.  
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There i s  great  need for  a  church bui ld ing.  I t  occurs  many t imes 
that  churchgoers  must  s tand outs ide .  Many come an hour  ear ly  in  order  
to  gssume a  s i t t ing place .  I t  was in tended to  begin the bui lding of  
a  church last  fa l l ;  as  a  resul t  of  the  fa i lure  of  the wheat  harvest  th is  
has  been postponed to  bet ter  t imes.  The young grasshoppers  have done so 
much d amage this  season that  there  can be no thought  to  build  a  church.  And 
yet  i t  i s  necessary,  more than necessary .  
THE RE FORMED CH URCH OF W EST B RANCH 
This  was organized May 19,  1877,  by the same commit tee  that  
organized the congregat ion in  East  Orange.  In  the summer of  that  year  
they bui l t  a  small  chapel ,  which was enlarged in  the spr ing of  1878.  
This  congregat ion has  no pastor  a t  present  and the pastor  of  East  
Orange has  brought  them a  v is i t  many^t imes.  
They are  now b ui lding a  parsonage and hope to  be able  to  cal l  a  
minister  in  the fa l l .  The congregat ion has  excel lent  prospects  and 
there  are  val id  reasons to  think that  they wil l  short ly  increase in  
number and wil l  be self -suff ic ient .  The Chicago,  Milwaukee and St .  Paul  
Rai l road runs only a  few miles  dis tance from this  church and the surrounding 
land is  so beaut iful  and r ich that  they undoubtedly wi l l  be heavi ly  
popula ted within a  few years .  
.The West  Branch Church l ies  just  10 miles  northwest  of  Orange Ci ty .  
Thus,  there  have ar isen three very promis ing churches whereas  10 years  
ago there  was no s ign of  c ivi l izat ion present .  There are  count ies  in  
NW loway older  and more densely populated,  where as  yet  there  i s  no church 
or  pastor .  Sioux County recognizes  that  this  pr ivi lege exists  because 
of  the Reformed Church of  the  East  which has  helped and supported her .  
Sioux County offers  each newcomer the pr ivi lege of  school  and church 
which they can reasonably wish.  There are  a lready e ight  organized church 
congregat ions in  Sioux County:  Two are  Methodis t ,  one United Brethren,  one 
Presbyter ian,  one Separat is t  (afgescheiden)  ,  and three Dutch Reformed.  
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GRASSHOPPERS 
The fol lowing serves  as  c lar if icat ion for  what  has  been said about  
the grasshopper  plague.  
1 .  What  I  have wri t ten about  the grasshoppers  i s  from a  scient if ic  
viewpoint  and was taken from the report  of  the Entomology Commission 
appointed by the government  of  the  United Sta tes  and I  am therefore  not  
responsible  for  the theories  expressed there.  However ,  i t  remains t rue 
and much can be done for  the destruct ion of  the  eggs.  
2 .  What  has  been wri t ten is  intended for  one of  the  New York 
papers ,  as  said a t  the beginning,  with the purpose of  awakening the favorable  
in teres t  of  our  f r iends in  the East  for  our  sakes.  So far  the wri t ings have 
a l ready done good.  In  East  Orange we a l ready have great  need for  a  church 
bui lding.  We cannot  do th is  without  help out  of  the East .  And in  order  to  
receive this  necessary help ,  i t  is  above a l l  necessary to  resolve the important  
quest ion of  the  grasshoppers .  In  order  to  do th is ,  I  have given the sc ient i f ic  
report  of  the  above named c ommission.  This  would inf luence each well - thinking 
person.  
3 .  And now we a dd a  word to  us  who are  touched and oppressed by 
the plague .  I t  is  r ight ,  f r iends and brothers ,  to  use a l l  means which 
God has  given us  through science,  to  the f ight ing of  a  plague and to  
curing i t ,  but  we m ust  not  s top a t  that .  The evi l ,  the plague,  the 
hardship must  dr ive us  to  God.  We hear  many c omplaints  about  the grass­
hoppers  but  the r ight  complaints  about  i t  we have not  heard.  There i s  
most  l ikely much done by some for  the destruct ion of  the  grasshoppers  
but  what  should ul t imately be done has  not  yet  occurred.  Beloved,  we a re  
convinced in  our  hear ts  that  i t  shal l  occur  when we a l l  as  one man s t r ive 
to  end this  plague.  
Read the history of  our  church which you f ind in  th is  number of  the 
Yolksvriend and see what  God has  done for  his  people  and church.  He i s  s t i l l  
the same God.  He says in  Malachi:  "Bring a l l  the t i thes  into the s tore-
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house. . . I f  you do,  I  wil l  open up the window o f  heaven for  you and pour  
out  a  b less ing so great  that  you won' t  have room to  take i t  in .  Your 
crops wil l  be large,  for  I  wil l  guard them from insects  and p lagues."  
God says ,  I  shal l  do i t .  What  more do we need for  help and salvat ion? 
Is  i t  not  our  oxm faul t  that  we are  in  this  misery? That  everyone may be 
a  debtor  in  the s ight  of  God! Now I  would l ike  to  see that  a  gather ing of  
God's  people  i s  organized to  pray with one another  that  God wil l  save us .  
"I t  shal l  happen,  a t  event ime,  that  the l ight  shal l  appear ."  (Zach.  14:7)  
Ju ly 3,  1879 
SCHOOLS A ND O RGANIZATIONS 
There are  already 60 school  houses  in  Sioux County,  wherein regular  
instruct ion is  given by l icensed teachers .  Twenty of  these are  located in  the 
Dutch colony.  Immediately af ter  her  es tabl ishment  two were bui l t ,  one in  
Orange Ci ty ,  the other  in  the dis t r ic t  of  S.A.  Sipma.  
I t  i s  a  pecul iar  character is t ic  of  the  Dutch to  have a  special  love 
for  the educat ion of  the youth.  The f i rs t  indicat ion of  this  was given 
by the Leiden c i t izens who es tabl ished a  University  when they made the 
choice between freedom from taxat ion or  the receiving of  their  own uni­
versi ty  af ter  their  famous long-last ing s iege ended.  This  univers i ty  
has  s ince then received in ternat ional  recogni t ion for  i t s  excel lence .  
The Dutch have always upheld the ir  interes t  in  the educat ion of  their  
chi ldren.  Incidental ly ,  we m ight  in ter ject  that  foreign experts  have 
expressed the opinion that  even i f  there  were no mandatory school  a t ­
tendance laws as  the Prussians have,  the at tendance of  the Dutch lower 
schools  should exceed that  of  a l l  other  lands .  
When they came to  this  land in  the seventeenth century the school­
master  was regarded almost  as  indispensible  as  the preacher.  Commonly 
the  schoolmaster  would act  as  'voor lezer '  and 'voorzanger '  ( leading in  
worship and s inging)  a t  the church services ,  and he was given the authori ty  
to  adminis ter  the sacraments ,  a t  least  in  the small  congregat ions.  
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Church and school  s tood beside each other.  The f i rs t  Dutch inhab­
i tants  of  this  great  land saw to  the establ ishment  of  a  col lege and 
received a  charter  from King George I II  in  1770.  I t  was named Rutgers  
Col lege in  1825 in  honor  of  Col .  Rutgers  of  New Yor k.  This  i s  now the 
oldest  inst i tut ion of  that  sor t  in  North America and is ' . located in  New 
Brunswick,  New J ersey,  30 miles  south of  the  metropol is .  
Through the same d i l igence and love for  educat ional  inst i tu t ions,  
the Dutch of  Michigan took immediate  measures  to  establ ish an ins t i tut ion 
of  middle  educat ion and la ter  higher  educat ion.  Thereaf ter  the Academy 
and la ter  the col lege,  Hope,  arose.  
True to  these pr inciples ,  the founders  of  this  colony have from the 
beginning looked af ter  the educat ion of  the youth.  There should a l ready 
have ar isen a  ful l  Academy in  Orange Ci ty  were i t  not  for  the grasshoppers  
in  1873-74 and the wet  per iod of  1875.  What  has  not  yet  occurred can yet  
be t r ied.  We have no less  than a  dozen graduates  from Hope Col lege in  our  
midst  and consequently  enough personnel  to  establ ish a  good ins t i tute .  And 
even i f  the adversi ty ,  caused again this  year  by the young grasshoppers ,  
has  caused a  postponement ,  there  i s  no doubt  that  the intended proposit ion 
shal l  within a  few years  be car r ied out .  
ORGANIZATIONS 
In  the fa l l  of  1877 a  Young M en's  Chris t ian Associat ion was es tabl ished.  
Since that  t ime there  have been weekly meet ings.  And through the work of  
th is  organiza t ion var ious publ ic  gather ings have been organized,  
in  which important  educ at ional  lectures  were given.  The youth gather  
several  miles  to  the north of  East  Orange for  such a  meet ing under  the 
leading of  the e lder  of  the  Reformed Church there .  
On Su nday,  May 1 8,  a  Sioux County Bible  Society was es tabl ished,  
whereby the specifics  have been extensively deal t  with in  a  previous 
number,  so that  we don ' t  have to  re turn to  that .  In  conclusion,  we 
must  say of  the inhabi tants :  They are  God-fear ing,  who celebrate  on 
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Sunday fai thful ly .  "Godliness  exal ts  a  Nat ion,"  (Proverbs 14:34) .  
CONCLUSION 
In  wri t ing the his tory of  Sioux County,  the  wr iter ' s  purpose has  
been to  present  an honorable  and t rue account  of  affairs  and facts .  
No passage has  gone to  press  without  the uncondi t ional  approval  of  those 
who have l ived here  s ince the establ ishment  of  the colony.  What  has  
been said of  the soi l  and c l imate  may a ppear  to  be boast ing;  but  the 
facts  remain nevertheless  t rue and can not  be refuted.  
Someone has  sa id,  "Iowa i s  able  to  support  a  popula t ion as  large as  
the United Sta tes!"  And indeed,  the one who said that  did not  say too much.  
Westward moves the Star  of  the  Empire .  Old people  in  eastern New York 
can yet  remember when central  New York was regarded as  the far  west .  
Not  more than 50 years  ago enterpr ising young people  gathered and decided 
to  t ravel  to  the far  west ;  they loaded their  household goods on a  wagon,  
hi tched their  horses  to  the wagon,  and s tar ted on a  two month t r ip  to  
Ohio.  Their  fr iends gathered together  to  give them a  sad farewell ,  with 
l i t t le  hope of  ever  see ing them again.  And present ly ,  a l though 1,000 
miles  far ther  out ,  we f ind ourse lves  to  the east  from the middle  point  of  
the United Sta tes .  When the wri ter  s tood for  a  t ime on the bank of  the 
Missouri  River,  he asked,  "How f ar  from here  is  the middle  of  the United 
States ."  The answer was:  "Yet  another  100 miles  more west ,  as  far  as  can be est­
imated."  "Then Iowa belongs s t i l l  to  the eastern par t?"  "Without  doubt ."  
What  a  great  land America i s .  In  the Northwest  of  Iowa we c an of ten get  into  
the t ra in  r ight  near  our  door  and in  three days we a re  in  New York .  
Hie only thing that  sets  Sioux County back,  and s t i l l  does,  i s  the 
grasshopper  vexat ion.  But  then,  where does one f ind perfect ion on ear th? 
We have to  wrest le  here  with grasshoppers .  Other  areas  have their  own 
specia l  problems.  In  the meant ime,  i t  is  not  to  be doubted that  the 
grasshopper  plague wil l  disappear  when a l l  the soi l  i s  cul t ivated.  
Yesterday the wri ter  was several  miles  to  the east  of  the Floyd River ,  
37 . 
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and two miles  fur ther  there  was no t race of  the grasshoppers  to  be found.  
This  confirms the thesis  that  we l ive  on the eas tern boundary of  the 
temporary locust  domain.  
From the "St .  Paul  Pioneer"  we quote  the fol lowing.  "We are  
convinced that  the farmers  on the far thes t  boundary shal l  be suscept ib le  
to  the visi ta t ion of  the destruct ive grasshoppers  but  with the emigrat ion 
the locusts  wil l  move w estward unt i l  they f inal ly  disappear ."  
Civi l izat ion is  the greatest  uprooter  of  some of  the most  threatening 
plagues.  The his tory points  to  the t ruth of  this .  The more Dakota  i s  
inhabi ted,  the more l ikely that  the grasshoppers  wi l l  not  come fur ther  
eastward than Dakota.  
We h ave deal t  in  detai l  with the locust  quest ion,  in  that  i t  is  a  
quest ion of  l i fe  and death for  the people  in  the Northwest  and we do not  
doubt  that  i t  wil l  a lso be of  much interest  for  the people  of  the eas tern 
s tates .  When the indicated prevent ive measures  shal l  have been proved to  be of  
benefi t ,  the  wri ter  wil l  feel  that  he has  been adequately rewarded for  his  
t ime and effort .  
This  h is tory of  the Dutch Colony has  above a l l  been wri t ten in  the 
in terest  of  the Reformed congregat ion in  East  Orange.  That  i s  why the church 
affairs  were more broadly deal t  with .  
I f  the in terest  of  o thers  might  have been raised for  our  benef i t ,  the  
wri ter  wil l  be not  only content ,  but  gra teful .  
Our wishes and inf luence are  in  the interes t  of  the  af fai rs  and 
ins t i tut ions of  Sioux County.  I t  has  a  future  ful l  of  grea tness,  and 
this  i t  shares  with the ent i re  northwestern port ion of  Iowa.  We s t i l l  
bel ieve that  the t ime shal l  come that  the greatest  power,  weal th  and 
inf luence in  this  cont inent  wi l l  reside in  the great  val ley to  the west  
of  Chicago which is  indeed the greatest  corn granary in  the world.  
Rev.  J .  W. Warnshuis  
I 
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